NITI AAYOG TO LAUNCH “MENTOR INDIA” CAMPAIGN1
NITI Aayog will launch the Mentor India Campaign, a strategic nation building initiative to engage
leaders who can guide and mentor students at more than 900 Atal Tinkering Labs, established across
the country as a part of the Atal Innovation Mission. CEO NITI Aayog, Shri Amitabh Kant unveiled the
online nationwide initiative in the capital on Wednesday, August 23, 2017.
Mentor India is aimed at maximizing the impact of Atal Tinkering Labs, possibly the biggest
disruption in formal education globally. The idea is to engage leaders who will nurture and guide
students in the Atal Tinkering Labs. These labs are non-prescriptive by nature, and mentors are
expected to be enablers rather than instructors. NITI Aayog is looking for leaders who can spend
anywhere between one to two hours every week in one or more such labs to enable students
experience, learn and practice future skills such as design and computational thinking.
Atal Tinkering Labs are dedicated works spaces where students from Class 6th to Class 12th learn
innovation skills and develop ideas that will go on to transform India. The labs are powered to
acquaint students with state-of-the-art equipment such as 3D printers, robotics & electronics
development tools, Internet of things & sensors etc.
NITI Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission is among one of the flagship programs of the Government of
India to promote innovation and entrepreneurship in the country to set up the Atal Tinkering Labs
across the country. The Mission has / is in the process of setting up 900+ such labs across India and
aims to have 2,000 such labs by end of 2017.

CALL FOR 'MAKE IN INDIA' HEALTH MODULE2
The Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER),
MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh has
called for establishing a “Make in India” health module. Addressing the CII Health Conference, he said
that this module can be based on public-private partnership as well as multi-centric healthcare
collaboration to meet the changing health needs of 21st century India.
Dr Jitendra Singh said that the Indian society, as a whole, is fast evolving and at the same time, in
recent years, India too has become a part of shrunken global world and this phenomenon is impacting
every sphere of life including the healthcare system. While on the one hand, disorders like Diabetes
and heart disease, which were hitherto confined to urban population, are now also on the rise in rural
areas, on the other hand, the access to modern modalities of treatment is confined only to cities and
big towns, as a result of which 70% of rural population gets access only to 1/3rd of country’s
hospitalization facilities and over 600 million people in the country are deprived of access to
affordable healthcare, he added.
Describing the emergence of private sector as an inevitable phenomenon, Dr Jitendra Singh stressed
that for a heterogeneous country like India, public sector healthcare was still very much relevant and
therefore, called for a healthy synergism between public sector and private sector healthcare

1
2

Available at: http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx
Available at: http://pib.nic.in/newsite/erelease.aspx

agencies. He cited the experience from Northeast where he had motivated some of the country’s
leading corporate sector hospital groups to set up healthcare outlets of different magnitudes
depending on the viability of the location, in the form of OPD clinics or diagnostic centres or even fullfledged hospitals.
Referring to the constraints of heterogeneity and diversity, Dr Jitendra Singh mentioned
topographical and geographical variations in different regions of India. In this regard, he referred to
vast expanses of inaccessible areas in the North East where he had proposed the introduction of
Helicopter Care Service in the form of Air Clinics wherein specialist doctor could fly to remote areas to
hold the OPD and on way back, could also carry some needy patients requiring hospitalization. The
same concept, he said, could also be applied to hill states like Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand.

“SANKALP SE SIDHI” PROGRAM BEING ORGANIZED ACROSS THE COUNTRY TO
COMMEMORATE THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT3
NEW INDIA MOVEMENT - A GREAT SUCCESS
“Sankalp Se Sidhi” program is being organized across the country to commemorate the
75th Anniversary of Quit India Movement.
On this occasion, the Agriculture & Farmers Welfare Ministry has planned to organize the Sankalp Se
Sidhi program at 578 Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs), 29 ICAR institutes/SAUs and 53 ATMAs during
19-30 August 2017.
Till August 20, 2017, 18 states including Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Andman & Nicobar, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhatishgarh, Nagaland, Meghalaya, Manipur, Maharashtra and Gujarat have organized the program
at 32 locations.
The programs comprise of Kisan Film having message of Hon’ble PM to double farmers’ income by
year 2022, followed by pledge for Sankalp Se Sidhi, lecture by agriculture experts and address of the
chief guest.
The farmers are also being shown various activities in the KVKs and institutes to acquaint them with
the latest technologies. A film on patriotism is also being screened on this occasion to motivate the
participants. In these programs, 33 Ministers/MPs/MLAs have participated so far.
Around 129 other VIP dignitaries have also graced the occasion. A large number of farmers, extension
workers, social activists and various organizations are participating in these programs. The programs
are being covered widely by Doordarshan and other channels are also playing a key role in taking the
message across the country. The participants have been very enthusiastic and are taking the pledge in
letter and spirit to take the country forward.
The New India Manthan program will be taken up by the KVKs/ICAR institutes/SAUs/ATMA during
this period with much zeal and dedication.
Team ICSI
Disclaimer : The information in the Info Capsules is developed according to the information available in
public domain and for academic purposes only. Any person wishing to act on the basis of this document
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