
FAQs on Goods & Services Tax
 7. GST Payment of Tax
Q 17. Is there a validity period of challan?
Ans. Yes, a challan will be valid for fifteen days after its generation and thereafter it will be purged from the System. However, the taxpayer can generate another challan at his convenience.

Q 18. What is a CPIN?
Ans. CPIN stands for Common Portal Identification Number (CPIN) given at the time of generation of challan. It is a 14 digit unique number to identify the challan. As stated above, the CPIN remains valid for a period of 15 days.

Q 19. What is a CIN and what is its relevance?
Ans. CIN stands for Challan Identification Number. It is a 17 digit number that is 14-digit CPIN plus 3-digit Bank Code. CIN is generated by the authorized banks/ Reserve Bank of India (RBI) when payment is actually received by such authorized banks or RBI and credited in the relevant government account held with them. It is an indication that the payment has been realized and credited to the appropriate government account. CIN is communicated by the authorized bank to taxpayer as well as to GSTN.

Source:http://cbec.gov.in/resources//htdocscbec/deptt_offcr/faqongst.pdf;jsessionid=825C7C194F0FC0652FFE5A809FE81F69
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