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Respected Sir, 

Subject: Request for Amendment to Section 14 C (b) of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of 
India (Amendment) Act, 2000 to expressly include Company Secreta ries in Practice 
as eligible for Appointment as Member, Telcom Disputes Settlement and Appe llate 
Tribunal. 

Greefmgs from the Insti tute of (ompany Secretor; s of India ! 

The Institute of Company Secretaries of India (ICSI) is a premier professional body established 
under an Act of Parliament, namely the Company Secretaries Act, 1980. It function under the 
juri diction of the Ministry of Corpor te Affairs and is committed to regulating and developing 
the profession of Company Secretaries in India. W ith a strong national and global presence, 
ICSI caters to over 80,000 members and around 2,50,000 students. 

The evolving regulatory realm in India demands professionals possessing interdisciplinary 
expertise in law, governance, compliance, finance, corporate regulation, stakeholder 
management and public policy. The profession of Company Secretaries has, over the yea rs, 
emerged as a specialized governance professional uniquely positioned at the intersection of 
these disciplines. 

ICSI Submission: 

We wish to draw your kind attention to Section 14 C (b) of the Telecom Regulatory Authority 
of India (Amendment) Act, 2000 ("the Act"), which prescribes the qua lifications for appointment 
as a Member of the Teleom isputes Settlement and Appellate Tribuna l. The provision reads as 
under: ­

A person can be qualified for appointment as a member if: 

i. has held the post of Secretary to the Government of India or 
ii. any equivalent post in the Central Government or the State Government for a 

period of not less than two years or 
iii. a person who is well versed in the field of technology, telecommunication, ~ industry, commerce or administration. 
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Considering the statutory role & established expertise of Company Secretaries in Practice, the 
Institute respectfully requests for appointment of Company Secretaries in Practice eligible to 
be members of Telcom Disputes Settlement and Appellate Tribunal. 

Justification: 

The new corporate environment has made businesses more complex and these complexities have 
given rise to number of disputes and thereby the need for technically proficient professionals 
has never been greater. Company Secretaries are multidisciplina ry p rofessionals having 
experti e i va ious laws - Co ponies Act, Capital & Se u ities lows, FEMA, C m e 'fon w, 
GST & Taxation, Insolvency, Valuation, environment la ws, consumer & market regulations, 
infrastructure & sectora l laws, telecommunication & technology, and I R re lated laws, industria l 
& labor laws, arbitration and governance related laws. The role of Company Secretary is 
t ransforming a t the global pla tform into the Governance Professional and the p ractitioners of 
corporate governance, making India a global leader in good governance practices. Their 
statutory expertise and professional training equip them not only with a deep understanding of 
legal and regulatory frameworks but also with practical experience in governance, compliance, 
corporate restructuring, dispute resolution, and stakeholder management. 

It is pertinent to state that Section 409 (3)(d) of the Companies Act, 2013 recognizes Company 
Secretaries as elig ible to become technical members in National Company Law Tribunals. The 
conti ue eme gence of P a ti i g Company Se e aries as represen ative before ibunals 
demonstrates that the profession has evolved into an integral pillar of India 's commercial justice 
system. 

The inclusion of Company Secretaries in Practice would broaden the availability of competent 
professionals, facilitate timely regulatory comp liance by authorised entities across the country, 
reduce comp liance costs a nd fu rther the Government's commitment towards Ease of Doing 
Business while simultaneously strengthening regulatory oversight and corporate governance 
within the telecommunications sector. 

W e would request your good self to consider the matter favorably and will be pleased to 
f urnish any a dditional informa 'on/ clarification requi red in this matter. 
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