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...the profession has attained its rightful place in the corporate
organisation, the Government has given it statutory recognition by
making it obligatory for large-size companies to appoint full-time
Company Secretaries as provided for under section 383A of the
Companies Act, 1956 and also making suitable amendment to the
definition of 'secretary' under section 2(45) of the said Act under which
the Government has been empowered to prescribe the qualifications for
holding the office of Company Secretary. Under the revised definition of
'secretary’ his functions and duties have been enlarged and today he is
looked upon by all concerned as a professional 'administrator’ who
coordinates the entire range of corporate activities and his presence is felt
at every stage, that is from the stage of formulating the corporate policy to
the stage of actual implementation thereof....

- Excerpts from Inaugural Address by Shri Shanti Bhushan,
Hon'ble Minister of Law, Justice & Company Affairs
[16" February, 1978]
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