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EIGHT STATES’ ASSEMBLIES PASS THE STATE GST ACT WITHIN A SHORT
SPAN OF LESS THAN ONE MONTH?

Eight States have passed the State Goods and Services Tax (SGST) Act in their respective State
Assembly in less than a month’s time. The Legislative Assembly of Telangana State passed the
State GST Act on 9th April, 2017, that of Bihar State passed it on 24th April, 2017, Rajasthan
Assembly on 26th April, 2017, that of Jharkhand on 27th April, 2017, Chhattisgarh Assembly on
28th April, 2017, that of Uttarakhand on 2nd May, 2017, Madhya Pradesh Assembly on 3rd May,
2017 while the Assembly of State of Haryana passed the State GST Bill today i.e. 4th May, 2017.

Earlier the GST Council had approved the model State GST (SGST) Bill in its 12th Meeting held
on 16th March, 2017. The remaining States/UTs (having Legislative Assembly) are likely to
pass the State GST Bill in their respective Assemblies before the end of this month, except one
or two States which may pass the same in early next month.

The next GST Council meeting is scheduled to be held at Srinagar, J&K on 18th and 19th May,
2017. The Central Government has already informed that GST will be rolled-out from 1st July,
2017. The quick passage of the State GST Act by the different State Assemblies in a time bound
manner shows the keenness on the part of the State Governments to ensure that
implementation of the GST in letter and spirit is not further delayed and takes place from 1st
July, 2017 as targeted by the Central Government. The officers of the Department of Revenue,
Government of India led by the Revenue Secretary, Dr. Hasmukh Adhia and the concerned
officials of the State Governments have already started the outreach programme in order to
create general awareness among the people at large and stakeholders in particular and remove
their doubts, if any, about the various provisions of GST and its related legislations.

eVIN PROJECT OF HEALTH MINISTRY BECOMES GLOBAL BEST PRACTISE IN
IMMUNISATION?

Members of a five country international delegation called on Shri C K Mishra, Secretary Ministry
of Health & Family Welfare, here today. They interacted with the Health Secretary to learn more
about the global best practice of eVIN (electronic vaccine intelligence network) project of the
Health Ministry and to understand how it is being implemented in the country and the ways in
which it be replicated in their own countries. Representatives from Philippines, Indonesia,
Bangladesh, Nepal and Thailand are on a visit to India to study the project. Mr. Jaco Cilliers,
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Country Director, UNDP and Dr Rakesh Kumar, Addl. Country Director, UNDP were also present
during the meeting.

Shri Mishra said that the Ministry is ready to provide support and collaborate with other
countries to strengthen their capacities and scale up their programs. He also stated that this is a
big boost for the Digital India and Make in India initiatives of the Government. This sets a
benchmark in the field of immunisation, he said. The delegation shared the experience from
their countries of the immunisation projects, and expressed the shared view that the India visit
shall enrich them to strengthen their own country programs.

Stating that India has a lot to share in terms of best practices and new learning, Mr. Jaco Cilliers,
Country Director, UNDP stated that such visits provide an opportunity to other countries to
learn from these best practices of India in the field of immunisation and strengthen their own
programs.

Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Addl. Country Director, UNDP stated that while the country is working
towards enhancing the coverage of immunisation, quality of vaccines through maintenance of
the right temperature is also a critical component to for the quality and efficacy of the vaccines.
eVIN is a step towards ensuring that, he stated.

eVIN (Electronic Vaccine Intelligence Network) is an indigenously developed technology system
in India that digitizes vaccine stocks and monitors the temperature of the cold chain through a
smartphone application. The innovative eVIN is presently being implemented called across
twelve states in India. eVIN aims to support the Government of India’s Universal Immunization
Programme by providing real-time information on vaccine stocks and flows, and storage
temperatures across all cold chain points in these states. The technological innovation is
implemented by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

eVIN aims to strengthen the evidence base for improved policy-making in vaccine delivery,
procurement and planning for new antigens in India. eVIN provides an integrated solution to
address widespread inequities in vaccine coverage by supporting state governments in
overcoming constraints of infrastructure, monitoring and management information systems
and human resources, often resulting in overstocking and stock-outs of vaccines in storage
centres.

The integrated solution combines:

. Technology: to facilitate evidence-based decision-making by making available online
real-time information on vaccine stocks and storage temperature through the eVIN
application software and temperature loggers;

. Governance: to ensure efficient vaccine logistics management by systemizing record
keeping through standardizing stock and distribution registers; identifying gaps and
improving clarity on vaccine cold chain network; drawing attention to infrastructure
upgrades; developing standard operating procedures; and encouraging good practices;

. Human Resources: to empower the state cold chain network by building the capacities
of government cold chain handlers; and deploying vaccine and cold chain managers in
every district for constant support to estimate vaccine requirements, supervise cold
chain handlers and coordinate with cold chain technicians across the district.




eVIN empowers the cold chain handlers by building technical capacities and providing a robust
decision-making tool for cold chain managers through a complete overview of vaccine
replenishment times, supply and consumption patterns.

By streamlining the vaccine flow network, eVIN is a powerful contribution to strengthening
health systems and ensures equity through easy and timely availability of vaccines to all
children.

CABINET APPROVES POLICY FOR PROVIDING PREFERENCE TO
DOMESTICALLY MANUFACTURED IRON & STEEL PRODUCTS IN
GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT3

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the policy
for providing preference to domestically manufactured iron & steel products on Government
procurement.

This policy seeks to accomplish the PM's vision of 'Make in India' with objective of nation
building and encourage encourage domestic manufacturing.

The policy mandates to provide preference to Domestically Manufactured Iron & Steel Products
(DM1&SP), in Government Procurement. The policy is applicable on all government tenders
where price bid is yet to be opened, DMI&SP policy provides a minimum value addition of 15%
in notified steel products which are covered under preferential procurement. In order to
provide flexibility, Ministry of Steel may review specified steel products and the minimum value
addition criterion.

While implementing who shall provide the policy, it poses trust on each domestic manufacturer
who shall provide self-certification to the procuring Government agency declaring that the iron
& steel products are domestically manufactured in terms of the domestic value addition
prescribed. It shall not normally be the responsibility of procuring agency to verify the
correctness of the claim. In few cases, the onus of demonstrating the correctness-of the same
shall be on the bidder when asked to do so.

In case any manufacturer is aggrieved, a grievance redressal committee set up under the
Ministry of Steel shall dispose of the complaint in a time bound manner, in four weeks.
There are provisions in the policy for waivers to all such procurements, where specific grades
of steel are not manufactured in the country, or the quantities as per the demand of the project
cannot be met through domestic sources.

The policy is envisaged to promote growth and development of domestic steel Industry and
reduce the inclination to use, low quality low cost imported steel in Government funded
projects. It shall be the responsibility of every Government Agency to ensure implementation of
the policy.
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